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Every winter, 25 people die 
in avalanches in the mountains 
of the American West. In the last 10 years, 48 of those 
deaths have been in Montana. Russ Read was almost one of them. 
Shortly after 10 a.m. on December 22, 2007, he and six other 
skiers walked into the Rattlesnake backcountry behind Snowbowl. 
Three hours later Read was in for the fight of his life…
INSIDE: Former UM employee 
accused of stealing more than 
$300k from university
EDITORIAL KAIMIN COMIC
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HHP gives dance classes the 
Lindy ‘Chop’
by Joe Pavlish,  News Editor
The Montana Kaimin, in its 113th 
year, is published by the students of 
The University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism uses 
the Montana Kaimin for practice 
courses but assumes no control over 
policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics.
Send letters to the editor to 
opinion@montanakaimin.com
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One, two, three and four… five, six, seven and eight. That is probably the 
first time I’ve ever counted out a dance rhythm correctly, but I try almost every 
weekend at the Sunrise Saloon (the bar right next to the super-sketch Elbow 
Room off of Brooks).
There are a couple kinds of regulars at the Sunrise — the Standers, the Griz-
zled Veterans, Captain Morgan’s finest Sloshies and us, (current or recent UM 
students) who are learning to dance.
In the next couple of years, that crowd could be comprised of many more 
Standers and Sloshies and less students if The University of Montana cuts so-
cial dance courses.
Country Swing, Western Jitterbug, Lindy Hop, Salsa, Ballroom. According 
to Cyberbear, 153 students are currently enrolled in the Department of Health 
and Human Performance dance classes that are on the chopping block.
Martha Jane, professor of social dance, stated in an e-mail to the Kaimin 
that the classes are being cancelled due to budget restrictions. She said that the 
HHP department has not had a budget increase since 2007 despite increased 
student load. Jane has been teaching UM students to dance for 22 years and 
now her job is also on the chopping block.
UM Swing Kidz, a student-run club to gather UM dancers, is currently cir-
culating a petition to gain support. More than 400 students have signed the 
petition so far.
Ben Dawson, president of UM Swing Kidz, said that he has also been meet-
ing with the Department of Drama/Dance and the Associated Students of The 
University of Montana in hopes of avoiding cuts.
“It sounds like we have [ASUM’s] support,” Dawson said. 
Michele Antonioli, interim head of dance in the Department of Drama/
Dance said that her department is close to taking on the classes. She told the 
Kaimin that she needs to dot the I’s and cross the T’s — contact the HHP de-
partment and figure out Jane’s salary.
“In this particular city, it’s wonderful to have somebody of her caliber teach-
ing dance and any way we can keep that going, we want to,” Antonioli said.
I’ve seen a lot of things on my weekends at the Sunrise. Sometimes I cringe 
when the Sloshy does his drunk-patented “step and sweep” move or when the 
Stander hits on everything that can walk — but a lot of times, I’m amazed at 
what happens.
Old men in cowboy boots triple-step around the border of the next genera-
tion’s dance floor with their wives of some 40 years.
The Grizzled Vets dance alongside the students, showing us how class work 
fits into real life, showing us how, even 40 years later, you can love to swing 
dance with your wife.
Bumping and grinding may have its place, but our generation should learn 
the steps of real dance, and UM should keep someone around to teach us once a 
week between Recent Advances in Clinical Medicine and Montana Literature.
That’s why I signed UM Swing Kidz’ petition and why I hope that the De-
partment of Drama/Dance takes on the classes. Who knows, maybe we’ll get 
the chance to dance around some whippersnappers in 40 years.
joseph.pavlish@umontana.edu
Borish Bibliophile 
Feb. 24, 10:30 a.m.
A caller complained that a man in the Mans-
field Library was being rude to another patron.
Bedtime Bedlam
Feb. 26, 2:48 a.m.
Officers responded to a call about loud mu-
sic at the University Villages. The person was 
warned to turn it down. “Three o’clock is 
a little early to be playing loud music,” said 
Director of Public Safety Jim Lemcke.
Vanishing Visitor
Feb. 26, 8:30 p.m.
Public Safety received a call about a transient 
who has been frequently seen in the Skaggs 
building, but the man was gone when offi-
cers arrived.
All-American Agent 
Feb. 28, 6 p.m.
A caller reported that a man, who is 5-foot 
10-inches tall and has a mullet, was walking 
around the University Center and claiming 
to be from the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion.
Creeping Cleaner
March 1, 7:24 a.m.
The same man who had been reported to 
police earlier in the week for causing disrup-
tions in the Mansfield Library and the Uni-
versity Center was warned for using hand 
sanitizer on the computer lab keyboards.
Persistent Problem
March 2, 7:30 p.m.
Mansfield Library staff reported the previ-
ous problematic patron was being confron-
tational.
March 2, 9:15 am.
The same man who had been warned the 
previous evening called Public Safety to 
complain about a library employee.
Liquored-up lady
March 3, 2 a.m.
Officers assisted an intoxicated woman who 
was trying to get into Miller Hall.
police blotter
by Hannah Spry
COVER STORY:       Justin Franz 
COVER PHOTO:     Greg Lindstrom
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CAMPUS
A Missoula woman is in 
jail after being arrested Thurs-
day for allegedly stealing over 
$300,000 from the University of 
Montana.
Former UM employee Chris-
tine Rose Bitterman, 49, is 
charged with five felony counts 
of theft going back to 2003, ac-
cording to court documents. 
Bitterman worked in the UM 
internal audit department and 
handled University Village 
Apartments tenants’ rent.
Records show that authori-
ties first began investigat-
ing Bitterman last July when 
a University Villages tenant 
complained that her account 
didn’t show that she had paid 
her rent, and showed a receipt 
as proof that she had. A staff-
er noticed that Bitterman had 
been responsible for that ac-
count, and found discrepancies 
in other tenant accounts. Bit-
terman returned the missing 
money and said she had forgot-
ten to deposit it. The internal 
audit office put her on leave to 
investigate, and she resigned 
from her job soon after.
According to court papers, 
after several months of inves-
tigation, auditors made a “con-
servative estimate” that Bitter-
man had stolen $304,007.27.
Bitterman allegedly man-
aged to steal money over the 
years using a combination of 
procedures. Auditors found 
that she had entered irregu-
lar postings in the accounting 
systems that showed a receipt 
card for cash payments, but 
then entered the payment as a 
check. Bitterman also allegedly 
entered adjustments to rent 
charges to negate the need for a 
payment. These procedures al-
lowed her to keep missing cash 
from being noticed.
In October 2010, according 
to records, the UM Office of 
Public Safety began investi-
gating. Detectives learned that 
Former UM employee 
arrested for embezzlement
Kate Whittle
Montana Kaimin
See EMBEZZLEMENT, page 4
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CAMPUS
Students that want to talk 
about the environment with 
other college students, as well as 
the state and federal leaders that 
make policy, should consider 
driving to Helena this weekend.
The Montana Environmen-
tal Student Alliance [MESA] is 
hosting a three-day conference 
with environmental leadership 
on the Carroll College campus 
begining today at 4:30 p.m. The 
$35 registration fee includes five 
meals and lodging in a nearby 
church basement for students.
“Bring your sleeping bags,” 
said Zach Brown, co-founder of 
MESA. “It’s an opportunity for 
students from different campus-
es all over the state to work with 
each other and create discourse 
between themselves and policy-
makers.”
Brown expects nearly 100 stu-
dents to attend speeches, pan-
els and workshops led by their 
peers and professionals such as 
U.S. Senator Jon Tester, former 
U.S. Congressman Pat Williams, 
state Legislator Ryan Zinke, and 
Montana Attorney General Steve 
Bullock. In addition, MESA in-
vited every state legislator in the 
U.S. to attend the events.
“We are trying to make this 
as bipartisan as possible,” Brown 
said, noting that keynote speech-
es are being presented by mem-
bers of both political parties.
But the key goal of the con-
ference is to facilitate discussion 
and shared learning.
“We use MESA as an oppor-
tunity to build micro-projects 
and share information so differ-
ent groups don’t have to reinvent 
the wheel,” Brown said.
He encourages students to 
come for even one day of the 
conference because of the learn-
ing and networking opportuni-
ties.
Friday’s events focus on so-
cializing and networking. Sat-
urday includes several panels 
on innovative projects and stu-
dents’ roles in advocacy as well 
as roundtable skills workshops. 
The conference wraps up Sun-
day with a talk about future 
MESA projects and with legisla-
tive updates from several state 
representatives.
MESA started as a conversa-
tion between two friends from 
rival schools in 2009.
Brown and former Montana 
State student president Jeff Gam-
ble agreed students should col-
laborate more often, particularly 
as they take on similar projects 
statewide. They hosted a leader-
ship retreat in November 2009 
with members of environmental 
student groups such as UM’s Cli-
mate Action Now and launched a 
website, www.mesamontana.org 
last year. 
This conference is the culmi-
nation of their work so far and 
Brown said they’re eager to host 
another next year.
jayme.fraser@umontana.edu
Students talk environmental policy
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin
If you would like to learn 
more about the 
Montana Environmental 
Student Alliance 
or their conference in 
Helena this weekend,
 e-mail Zach Brown at 
zachary.brown@hotmail.com or 
visit http://savemobile.org/MESA/ 
and www.mesamontana.org.
Today online: REGENTS DISCUSS KEY TOPICS
 1. Biomass project
 2. Program alignment and priorities
 3. State Funding
visit www.montanakaimin.com
co-workers had noticed that Bit-
terman frequently paid for items 
in cash, and her office emails 
showed she often spent about 
$400 a month shopping at an 
online prescription store. Bank 
records showed she routinely 
spent more per month than she 
made from her workplace.
UM Executive Vice Presi-
dent Jim Foley, in an official 
statement, said “The Universi-
ty is aware of the incident, and 
the case is now in the hands of 
the court.” He also said in the 
statement that the University 
reviewed job responsibilities 
to add more oversight in fis-
cal matters. Foley could not be 
reached by phone Thursday.
Missoula Justice Court Judge 
John Odlin set Bitterman’s bail 
at $100,000.
Each count of felony theft car-
ries a maximum sentence of 10 
years in prison and a $50,000 fine.
kate.whittle@umontana.edu
EMBEZZLEMENT
From page 3
Pissed?
Pleased?
Petrified?
Write a letter
 to the editor 
or a guest column.
Letters should be 300 words 
or fewer and columns 
should be about 700 words. 
Please e-mail both to 
opinion@montanakaimin.com, 
or drop them off 
in Don Anderson Hall 208. 
Make sure to include 
a phone number.
On a January evening in Missoula, russ read and a group of men in their mid-fifties sit, drink and plan in the back 
corner of the northside Kettlehouse Brewery. In 
one week, this seasoned crew of backcountry 
skiers will head north for the remote powder of 
the Canadian rockies. 
It’s a scene that plays out in bars and brew-
eries all across the West. Every winter, groups 
of backcountry enthusiasts — people who don’t 
retreat indoors when the temperatures drop and 
the snow flies — prepare for their next big ad-
venture. It’s what this group lives for, and they 
bring with them decades of training and experi-
ence in the backcountry that has prepared them 
for the worst case scenario, even when they don’t 
expect it.  
This is a group of people who don’t stop, no mat-
ter what mother nature throws at them. 
Story by Justin Franz               Photo by Steel Brooks
Continues on next page
B
ACKCOUNTRY SKIING has exploded 
in popularity over the last 15 years. As 
equipment gets better, more people go 
beyond ski area boundaries. Yet, that 
popularity has come with a price. 
Every year, an average of 25 people in the 
United States die in avalanche-related incidents, 
usually while skiing or snowmobiling. That 
number is only increasing. According to the 
Colorado Avalanche Information Center, almost 
900 people have died in the last six decades from 
being trapped in a slide. More than a third of 
those deaths happened between 1999 and 2010. 
Of those fatalities, 91 occurred in Montana and 
more than half happened during the last decade.
This only accounts for fatalities, however, and 
the number of people who are trapped or in-
jured is vague according to avalanche specialist 
Dudley Improta, who estimated that almost 40 
percent of avalanches involving people go unre-
ported. 
This winter alone there have been two fa-
talities in Montana and a variety of small ava-
lanches have left others trapped under the snow. 
On Feb. 22, a Montana State University student 
was killed in a slide on Bridger Mountain and a 
month earlier, on Jan. 8, a 53-year-old snowmo-
biler was killed near the Hungry Horse Reser-
voir east of Columbia Falls.  
Closer to Missoula, two backcountry skiers 
were trapped in two separate avalanches in the 
same afternoon at Point Six near Snowbowl on 
Dec. 29, 2010. Six hours after the first avalanche, 
the two men reached the Snowbowl ski area 
tired and beaten, but alive. 
“That was a classic case of where the two 
that were involved wanted to get away from the 
crowds at Snowbowl,” avalanche specialist Steve 
Karkanen said of the Dec. 29 incident. 
Karkanen, who works for the U.S. Forest 
Service and the Western Central Montana Av-
alanche Center, said the two skiers had been 
prepared when they arrived, but conditions 
changed. 
“The timing for them was perfect to trigger 
an avalanche. Had they been there a few hours 
earlier, or the day before, it wouldn’t have been a 
problem,” said Karkanen, who inspected the site 
the following day.
Karkanen said that a high avalanche warn-
ing had been issued at about 12 p.m. that day, 
but by then the two skiers were already in the 
backcountry.
It was the same mistake made exactly two 
years earlier when Read and his seasoned crew 
hiked into the Rattlesnake backcountry. 
W
HEN READ arrived at the Snow-
bowl parking lot at 9:30 that 
morning, he already knew the 
conditions were poor. Years of ex-
perience told him that. 
Read, originally from Chicago, moved to Mis-
soula in 1978 after going to college at the Univer-
sity of Utah, where he became an avid backcoun-
try skier. Knowing the dangers of the hobby, 
Read took both basic and advanced avalanche 
training courses. With that knowledge, he felt 
prepared for the worst. 
While standing in the parking lot, the group 
talked about the less-than-stellar avalanche ad-
visory and a news story concerning a series of 
recent accidents. This convinced them to ven-
ture into the backcountry, if only to observe the 
conditions. 
Shortly after 9:30, the group took the chairlift 
to the top and then hiked north. An hour later 
they were at Point Six, about a half-mile from the 
ski area boundaries. From atop the slope they 
could turn right and see the wide expanse of the 
Missoula and Bitterroot valleys, the most popu-
lous area in southwest Montana. To the left they 
could see the Rattlesnake wilderness, some of 
the most remote in the area. 
The half-dozen skiers would spend the next 
two hours on the slopes below digging pits – col-
umns dug in the snow that can show snowpack 
stability – and observing conditions. Contrary to 
the advisories, they liked what they saw. Condi-
tions were not as bad as predicted and with this 
first-hand knowledge, they decided to change 
their plans. 
Still being cautious, the group decided to ski 
a slope which had already slid the week before, 
thinking it was still safe. Going one at a time, Jim 
Buckley went skiing first, 400 feet downslope to 
a small rollover of snow, where he could see the 
rest of the run an additional 400 feet down. 
Seeing that Buckley was stopped below, Read 
began his descent, making a few turns in the 
powder before passing Buckley. It was great ski-
ing, Read said at the time. 
Buckley was the first to realize that was un-
true. Watching Read pass him and go down 
the slope, Buckley began to see the snow slowly 
break apart around his friend. 
“Avalanche!” Buckley yelled. 
Read, not entirely sure of what his friend had 
said, looked to one side, then the other, to see 
fractures in the snow shooting off in both direc-
tions. He instantly realized he was in trouble 
and tried to ski to the right and out of danger. 
But it was too late.
Read was in the middle of a slab avalanche, 40 
yards wide and gaining speed. Within seconds, 
Steel Brooks/Montana Kaimin
LEFT: RUSS READ sells raffle tickets at the opening of the Teton Gravity Re-
search film “Light the Wick.” Read is a board member of the Western Central 
Montana Avalanche Center.
From previous page
I kind of look at it as the luckiest day of my life.
It should have been, or could have been a lot 
worse then it was.
Russ Read, backcountry skier
“
he was pulled underneath. The last thing he saw 
was a row of evergreens. 
Moments later, Read was being thrown 
against those trees like a rag doll, his arms and 
legs taking the hit. He bounced around the pines 
and continued to accelerate, head first down the 
hill, as his mouth, nose and throat filled with 
snow. Spiraling in the dark, he knew that just 
behind the first row of trees was undoubtedly 
another.
Then he stopped. 
Moments after it began, after he plummeted 
below the white blanket, it was over.  Read had 
stopped, incredibly, just a few feet before the 
next row of trees. Cemented in the snow, Read’s 
thoughts were simple: I’m not dead, I’m not dead.
The rest of his party, farther up the slope, 
didn’t know that yet, as they quickly turned 
their search beacons – a device a little larger 
then a Blackberry – to ‘receive’ in hopes of find-
ing their friend. Spreading out so as not to trig-
ger a second avalanche, the group quickly, but 
cautiously, started to descend, keeping their eyes 
open for any sign of life.  
“Russ! Russ!” they yelled, as the beacons re-
mained silent, with every passing moment, the 
likelihood of survival becoming less. After 35 
minutes the rate of survival is only 27 percent. 
Underneath the snow and out of sight, Read 
knew otherwise as he tried to spit and cough out 
the suffocating snow and ice. Although shaken, 
Read knew he was all right. A few broken bones 
at the most, but alive. Yet he was still trapped. 
Buried under two or three feet of snow Read was 
cemented – unable to move with the exception of 
his right hand. With that free hand he was able 
to make a small pocket in front of his face and 
punch through the snow and into the daylight. 
He realized he wasn’t as deep as he had feared. 
As he reached for and cleared the opening, 
flakes of snow hit his face. Two years later he still 
vividly remembers that “pissing” him off. 
Then he heard his name echoing across the 
valley.
“Russ! Russ! … I see his glove!” just before 
the beacons began to sound off, confirming the 
group’s proximity to Read. 
A few moments later, Read saw one of his 
friends faces peer into the hole. Within moments 
his friends began to dig, all the while asking if 
he was OK, in pain, or had broken anything. Five 
minutes after he was trapped, Read was free. 
“It was probably more joyous for the people 
digging me out than me,” Read said later on. “I 
already knew my situation. They really didn’t 
know what they were going to find.” 
After a few minutes Read was back on his feet 
and, much to his surprise, had not broken any 
bones, although he was badly bruised.
A few hours later, they were all back at Snow-
bowl having a beer, which was “more impor-
tant” then just going home, Read said. 
T
HE FOLLOWING day, Read e-mailed 
a report of what happened at Point Six 
to the Western Central Montana Ava-
lanche Center. 
The center’s roots stem from a Lolo Pass ava-
lanche that took the life of a backcountry skier 
in the mid-1980’s. Following that incident, the 
forest service began issuing advisories, and 10 
years ago, the center was formally established, 
according to Karkanen. To support the center, 
missoulaavalanche.org, a non-profit friends 
group, was established to put on fundraisers 
and supplement the center’s budget. 
According to Improta, who works with the 
center as an avalanche forecaster and educator, 
much of their effort goes into giving backcoun-
try enthusiasts the information they need before 
they head out.  
To do this, the center issues two advisories 
every week, which includes firsthand informa-
tion of snowpack conditions and weather fore-
casts. To obtain that information, forecasters like 
Karkanen and Improta often spend a few days a 
week in the backcountry digging pits. 
However, the center can only give informa-
tion, Improta said, and what people do with that 
information is entirely up to the individual.
“An avalanche advisory is a place for you to 
start, but then you need to make your own deci-
sions in the backcountry,” Improta said, adding 
that just about all avalanches that involve people 
are either started by the person individually or 
by someone in their party. 
As of late this week conditions were moder-
ate, according to the center, which rates the dan-
ger of an avalanche on a five-tier system. At least 
twice during the month of February, the center 
released a high avalanche advisory that said 
both human-caused and natural avalanches 
were likely. According to Karkanen, the La Niña 
weather patterns this winter have dumped re-
cord amounts of snow across the region, leading 
to a more stable snowpack. But even with mod-
erate conditions, an avalanche can happen at any 
moment. 
T
WO YEARS AFTER the avalanche, 
Read said he knows he made a mistake 
that day, although for the most part, 
with the exception of skiing, they did 
everything right. 
“I kind of look at it as the luckiest day of my 
life,” he said. “It should have been, or could have 
been, a lot worse then it was.”
Soon afterward, the avalanche center contact-
ed Read and asked him if he would like to be on 
their board of directors, because of his “experi-
ence” in the matter. Since then, Read has helped 
with fundraising through missoulaavalanche.
org, including the annual “Burning Dog” event 
at the Big Sky Brewery. The money raised has 
helped increase the number of weekly adviso-
ries from one to two. It’s invaluable information 
for skiers like Read.
“We’ve been looking at snow pits [for] a long 
time and sometimes you think you can predict 
what’s actually hazardous, but we’re not that 
good as recreational skiers. The people who do 
it every day are much better at it then we are,” 
he said. 
Improta said that information and training 
are some of the best ways that a recreational 
skier can be prepared.  
“We talk about getting good data in your area, 
looking at the weather, taking a class, knowing 
the terrain [and] buying a shovel and a beacon,” 
Improta said. 
All things Read and his group had when 
they walked into the backcountry two winters 
ago, proving that even with the best equipment, 
training and knowledge, little can prepare some-
one for the worst. With the possible exception of 
wisdom. 
“When you are in your mid-20s, with beau-
tiful fresh powder like that, we’d all jump into 
it, together,” Read said. “But you know when 
you’re young you don’t always realize the dif-
ferent factors and the enthusiasm is so high that 
caution sometimes gets put aside.” 
Even if that enthusiasm has been balanced 
by age and caution, it hasn’t been diminished in 
Read and his friends, who talk with the excite-
ment of an adventurer 30 years their junior. 
“You don’t stop skiing,” he said.
justin.franz@umontana.edu
 
ABOVE: STEVE KARKANAN teaches avalanche awareness. Photo courtesy of 
Western Central Montana Avalanche Center. 
I kind of look at it as the luckiest day of my life.
It should have been, or could have been a lot 
worse then it was.
Russ Read, backcountry skier
”
For more information about the Western 
Central Montana Avalanche Center visit 
www.missoulaavalanche.org
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MISSOULA
In the bins of what looked like a dusty 
warehouse, University of Montana student 
Erin Schneider sifted through the week’s 
discounted produce. Among the common 
fruits and vegetables, she found an unfa-
miliar, spiraled green mass. 
Unsure of exactly what it was, but 
happy with how the discounted price fit 
within her budget, Schneider took the un-
usual vegetable home and prepared it with 
dinner.
The vegetable, romanesco – a distant 
cousin of broccoli, turned out to be deli-
cious, Schneider said.
Some shoppers might have shied away 
from the unknown, but after a year of be-
ing a member of the Missoula Community 
Food Co-op, Schneider said she wasn’t sur-
prised at the tasty results of her risk.
“Every time I shop at the co-op I feel re-
ally good about purchases I’ve made,” she 
said. “It really helps me expand my ideas 
of eating and cooking.”
The co-op primarily offers local, or-
ganic and bulk foods to members, who 
pay a lifetime fee and agree to volunteer 
for about three hours a month in exchange 
for shopping privileges. Normal member-
ships costs $125, but students can receive 
a special rate of $25 a year. Anyone on a 
federal assistance program is eligible for a 
$15 lifetime membership, and all member-
ships can be paid in payments as low as 
$5 a month, according to co-op coordinate 
Kate Keller. 
Despite the co-op’s cramped location, 
Schneider has worked and shopped there 
since moving to Missoula a year ago be-
cause of its abundance of local foods. Start-
ing this week, she will have the comfort of 
a larger space without sacrificing access 
to local food. Recently completed renova-
tions expanded the store to four times its 
original size, Keller said. 
A “grand new opening” celebration 
Saturday will invite the public to see the 
new space and enjoy food prepared with 
co-op ingredients and music from local 
bands Bob Wire, Broken Valley Road Show 
and Wet Jangles.
“It’s going to be a great opportunity to 
bring Missoulians in,” Keller said. “It’s an 
event for people to see what was a dusty, 
grimy warehouse turned into the space 
that it is now.”
Non-members can shop at the grand 
opening from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and take 
tours of the co-op from 1 to 5 p.m., with ca-
tering by the Badlander from 6 to 10 p.m. 
Keller said the expansion, which began 
last June, will also provide a new venue 
for community events like gatherings and 
concerts. She hopes the events bring new 
people through the co-op’s doors. 
“The bigger space is going to allow us to 
serve our working membership better and 
hopefully bring in a more diverse spec-
trum of the community,” Keller said.
heidi.groover@umontana.edu
Food co-op celebrates expanded, renovated space
Heidi Groover
Montana Kaimin
THE SCOOP
WHEN: March 5, 10 a.m. – 10 p.m.
WHERE: 1500 Burns St.
INFO: missoulafoodcoop.com
Q+A Rick Moody’s profoundly comedic writing led to critical acclaim from publications such as The Wall Street Journal and The New Yorker. The author of several novels, including “Garden State” and “Ice Storm,” he will be presenting a writing workshop on fiction revision today at noon in McGill Hall 210, followed later by a fiction reading at 7 p.m. in the Dell Brown Room in Turner Hall. Moody sat down with us to discuss inspiration, writing advice and politics.
Rick Moody by Emily Downing
Q:  When did you know that 
you wanted to be a writer? 
A:  I wrote because I read. I 
was one of those children who 
wouldn’t get out of bed on a Sat-
urday.  I’d stay in bed and read. 
It only occurred to me much 
later, after the reading bug had 
already bitten me, that it might 
be OK for me to try to make 
something that other people 
would read.  I had a lot of skep-
ticism about whether one could 
do it professionally or whether 
that was a certain pipe dream, 
so I never really used the word 
writer on myself until well into 
my professional life.  It seemed 
kind of like bad luck.
Q:  What do you enjoy about 
doing workshops like the one 
you’re doing today at UM?
A:  I like being in exotic lo-
cales and interacting with the 
students from wherever I am 
and hearing what’s interesting 
to them. I try to help the writer 
be better at being who they al-
ready are as a stylist, as a cre-
ative person, and just help them 
articulate it a little better and do 
more along the same lines.
Q:  What advice do you usually 
give to aspiring writers?
A:  I think that productivity 
is more important than results. 
Productivity and, therefore, 
some kind of daily practice or 
trying to work daily is really the 
heart of the matter as far as I’m 
concerned. Don’t worry about 
what’s going to happen with the 
writing, just worry about mak-
ing the writing.
Q:  Where do you get your 
ideas?
A:  I never know how to an-
swer that question, to such a de-
gree that the first line in my new 
book is “People often ask me 
where I get my ideas.”
Q:  A lot of your writing has 
political undertones, but I feel 
like a lot of writing today is po-
litical. Why do you think writ-
ers feel a need to put a message 
into their work?
A:  I never think of myself as 
putting a message in so much as 
reflecting what I see happening 
around. Maybe it’s just a mo-
ment where there’s restlessness 
and discontent about what’s 
been happening politically and 
so people feel like they can’t 
avoid saying something about 
it.  It never gets into my work un-
less I feel like I can’t avoid doing 
otherwise.
Q:  Which of your books has 
been your favorite to work on 
and why?
A: That’s a question that 
changes with the weather.  One 
day I’ll like a book and the next 
I’ll hate it and it’s on my shit list 
for a decade.  My early work is 
very hard for me to pay any at-
tention to at this point.  I don’t 
really have a favorite, it usually 
is just what I’m working on now.
Q:  Are you working on any-
thing now? Can you tell me 
anything about it?
A:  I’m working on a new 
novel. I can tell you that it has 
no jokes really. It’s pretty serious, 
and that’s a change because the 
last three books all had a comic 
element.
Q:  On a lighter note, have you 
ever been to Montana before? 
A:  I crossed the border. I 
did five days at the University 
of Idaho at one point in 2001, 
and I got someone to drive me 
over the border just so I could 
have a peek, because I’d always 
wanted to see Montana.  The 
drive [Thursday] morning from 
Spokane, where I was yesterday, 
was quite a bit more beautiful.  I 
was really pretty much floored 
by Montana.
emily.downing@umontana.edu
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MISSOULA
Michael Beall/Montana Kaimin
Owners Donovan Peterson and Kay Langland look at Langland’s photography printed on recycled copper 
sheets. Upcycled will feature the store and its artists during First Friday and will open at 5 p.m. for the event.
See UPCYCLE, page 12
Reduce, reuse, upcycle: Art shop puts new spin on recycling
Michael Beall
Montana Kaimin
The journey aluminum cans, 
plastic and paper take after the 
recycle bin is a largely unknown 
process. Recycling requires high 
amounts of energy, whether it’s 
heat from furnaces or decomposi-
tion of paper products. 
Donovan Peterson, owner 
of Missoula business Upcycled, 
found an alternative to recycle 
materials in the form of art. 
Eighteen Montana artists 
helped open Upcycled’s doors on 
the Higgins avenue Hip Strip Jan-
uary 15. The artists all have two 
themes in common: They’re based 
in Montana, and their art is made 
from at least 50 percent recyclable 
goods.
Currently, Upcycled is home to 
41 artists, and they create artwork 
from recycled material for sale. 
Wallets are made from bicycle tire 
tubes, notebooks are constructed 
from old Dr. Seuss books and 
necklaces from old VCR compo-
nents. The crafters who own the 
shop want to open it up to anyone 
with eco-conscious ideas and art-
work, and a desire to share their 
art. 
The practice of “upcycling” is 
defined as reusing waste or un-
wanted material to create a high 
quality product with higher envi-
ronment value.
“You take the material as is 
and make something from it,” Pe-
terson said. “You find it in its sal-
vaged state. The only energy you 
add is in production, not in re-en-
gineering the base product. They 
always say reduce, reuse, recycle. 
Upcycling is way more reuse than 
recycling.” 
Instead of spotlighting a single 
artist for this month’s First Friday 
event, the store will be featured, 
and the local artists will be pres-
ent to show Upcycled’s array of 
recycled artwork.  
“What we found is that we 
have a bunch of different artists 
in here. Really, it’s not a gallery. 
It’s more of a functional, artist 
place,” Peterson said. “We say, 
‘eclectic wares and wearables.’ So 
we’re going to try it this week and 
see what happens. We’re going to 
have the artists here, and not fea-
ture one particular artist.”
Retread is Peterson’s product 
line in Upcycled, where he takes 
old split and popped bicycle tire 
tubes from local bike shops, wash-
es them and stitches them up into 
wallets, messenger bags and iPod 
cases. 
“I got my business license in 
September 2009, and after I got 
my license I went out and bought 
a sewing machine,” Peterson said. 
“Then I figured out how to use it. 
I didn’t know how to sew when 
I started this business, and now I 
sew for a living.”
Local photographer and stake-
holder Kay Langland focuses her 
artwork on photography and al-
ternative prints. She has printed 
on alternative surfaces for 16 years 
since completing graduate school, 
using copper, tin, wood and glass. 
“The biggest thing about 
printing on alternative surfaces 
THE SCOOP
WHEN: Friday March 4, 5 p.m.
WHERE: 517 S. Higgins Ave.
COST:  Free
story and photos by Greg Lindstrom
Barring a meltdown this weekend, The University of Montana Equestrian English Team will ride away as Zone 8, Region 3 champions.
The team is sending 18 riders to Dillon this weekend 
for two shows Saturday, prior to the regional champion-
ships on Sunday.  Currently, UMET is 24 points ahead 
of second place UM Western, which is a large gap for 
equestrian competitions.  
If the English team wins the region, they will send 
one rider from each division, in addition to any who 
qualify as individuals, to Zones in Pomona, Calif.
Earlier this year, Montana’s Western team placed 
second, winning them the title of Reserve Champions 
for the region.  The team’s success is largely due to an 
increased turnout, as well as an increased effort in fun-
draising and training, Katie Gullickson said. 
There are about 32 riders on the squad this year, but 
only 20 or so compete.
Sophomore Kayd Uecker, one of two men on the 
team, qualified as an individual for the Intercollegiate 
Horse Show Association Western Semi-Finals in Ohio 
on March 26-27.
One member of UMET has qualified for nationals 
every year since 2002, which was also the first year any 
rider from Montana qualified for the event.
greg.lindstrom@umontana.edu
BELOW:  Abby Stoick jumps 
a fence during her lesson 
Thursday evening.
BOTTOM LEFT:  Malato 
puts protective splints on 
her horse before jumping 
lessons.
BOTTOM:  Grace Malato 
grabs her tack prior to her 
English jumping lesson.
LEFT:  Katie Gullickson 
jumps during her English 
lesson Thursday evening 
at JMG Stables in Clinton.  
Gullickson is also the team 
manager.
Equestrian team prepares for regionals
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BASKETBALL
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
Junior forward Derek Selvig is currently the only Montana native playing 
on the men’s basketball team.
Selvig home alone: Griz basketball’s only Montana-bred player
In 2007, when coach Wayne 
Tinkle recruited a pair of Mon-
tana-born players for the Grizzly 
men’s basketball team, the young 
men joined a team featuring four 
Montana natives. Four years later, 
after graduations, transfers and 
other departures, there is only 
one Montanan playing basketball 
at Montana: junior Derek Selvig.
“Yeah that’s interesting, it’s 
kind of crazy actually,” said Sel-
vig, who’s from Glendive. “And 
unique. There’s always been a 
few on the team.”
Over the last decade, the Mon-
tana men’s program has never 
played with a roster featuring 
any less than three Montanans. 
During the late 1980s, when 
coach Tinkle was in his playing 
days with the team, there were 
often even more than that.
Historically, Grizzly basket-
ball was built around home-
grown talent with transplants 
from other states in the region. A 
quick scan through this season’s 
roster proves the team is now 
solely composed of a diverse ar-
ray of players from nearby states. 
Four from Washington. Three 
from California. One each from 
places like Wyoming, Utah, Ari-
zona, North Dakota and Oregon. 
And again, just the one from 
Montana.
“The last couple of recruiting 
classes in Montana, we just didn’t 
feel had enough quality,” Tinkle 
said. “We love having those Mon-
tana guys; we just can’t make 
them appear. It’s a down cycle in 
our state right now.”
The issue is something Mon-
tana State’s basketball program 
is dealing with, too. In 2010-11, 
the Bobcats suited a single Trea-
sure Stater, senior Bobby Howard 
from Great Falls. Redshirt fresh-
man Blake Brumwell (Big Sandy) 
and freshman Steven Davis (Bill-
ings) are also on the roster, but 
only Davis has logged any min-
utes. The forward has seen four 
minutes of action and scored no 
points.
“It’s a priority for us to look at 
guys that can contribute to the 
program. We’re under a crunch 
to get guys in that can contrib-
ute now,” said Bobcat coach Brad 
Huse on his team’s similar lack of 
in-state recruits.
Another possible contributing 
factor to why Selvig and Howard 
have little to no Montana team-
mates, Tinkle said, is the change 
in available scholarships for 
men’s basketball. At the Division 
I level, where the Grizzlies com-
pete in the Big Sky Conference, 15 
scholarships used to be the norm. 
That number was pushed back 
to 13 in the early 1990s, making 
it more difficult for the program 
to “take chances” on recruits. The 
coaching staff has less room for 
error.
Fewer scholarships have also 
made it less likely for young play-
ers to walk-on with the team 
hoping to win over coaches and 
scholarship dollars as upper 
classmen.
“There used to be kids that 
would cut off their left arm for 
that opportunity,” Tinkle said.
On the women’s side of things, 
coach Robin Selvig (Derek’s 
uncle) has made his living off of 
in-state pickups. This season the 
team boasted eight Montanans – 
six that have seen game time.
That disparity proves how 
deep the girls’ basketball talent 
pool is at the high school level in 
the state, Tinkle said. You can’t 
even compare the two, he added, 
especially considering the Lady 
Griz have 15 scholarships to hand 
out.
So could there be a future 
when each Montana Grizzly is an 
import from outside of Montana?
“It could be possible,” said 
Tinkle with a shrug. “It’d be un-
fortunate for the tradition and the 
state pride.”
For now Derek Selvig has to 
be the only man to carry on the 
tradition. He can do it, Tinkle 
said, because Selvig embodies 
Montana basketball. He is Mon-
tana and his family has more ties 
to the program than a Macy’s on 
Father’s Day. His uncle is in his 
32nd year as the women’s head 
coach. Both of his parents suited 
up for the Griz in the 80s, as did 
an aunt. Now his sister Carly is a 
freshman for the Lady Griz.
Coming from Dawson Coun-
AJ Mazzolini
Montana Kaimin
See SELVIG, page 12
ty High School in Glendive, the 
7-foot Selvig has been living the 
Montana lifestyle since he was 
born. The shooter said he loves 
the open outdoors — which 
there’s plenty of in rural eastern 
Montana — and still tries to get 
out to hunt deer and pheasant ev-
ery fall with fellow Grizzly Brian 
Qvale.
Back on the court, a little pres-
sure comes with being Mon-
tanan’s lone Montanan, but it’s 
  k i o s k
K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for 
advertisements which are placed in the 
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their 
best judgement and investigate fully any 
offers of employment, investment or re-
lated topics before paying out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.20 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.30 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed 
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can 
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepay-
ment is required. Ads may be placed at 
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email: 
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
montanakaimin 
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Lindsay Farnsworth
Ian Fletcher
Nic Headlee
Kinsey Netzorg
Ashley Oppel 
Tes Schaefer
PRODUCTION
Callisa Block
OFFICE ASSISTANTS
Pam Jarnagin
Walter M. Kelly III
Kara Naftz
Deb Tanner
OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnson
                 LOST & FOUND 
Lost: March 2nd between Lommasson 
& Cont. Ed (maybe in UC). Blue topaz 
dangled earrings set in silver. 243-2939
                 BAHA’I   FAITH 
“If the fire of self overcome you, remem-
ber your own faults and not the faults 
of My creatures, inasmuch as every one 
of you knows his own self better than 
he knoweth others.”  - Bahá’u’lláh For 
information call 829-9538 Online: bahai.
org or bahai.us
   CALLING ALL PRODUCERS 
Missoula’s 2nd annual Laptop Battle is 
calling for submissions.  For more info 
contact submissions@umtbcec.org April 
1 Deadline
 
                  
                 COMPUTERS 
Reliable PC/laptop repair.  Voted best of 
Missoula 2010.  Student discounts!  136 E 
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540
                     FOR RENT 
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula 
$44-$66/ night. Rock Creek Cabins  
251-6611
                     FOR SALE 
Just in: Tons of New Posters, Black Light, 
and More! The Joint Effort 1918 Brooks 
Street.
Scales, Scales, Scales; low prices! The 
Joint Effort. Holiday Village Shopping 
Center. 1918 Brooks Street
New Hookahs; lots of Shisha, two sizes 
of charcoal. The Joint Effort 1918 Brooks 
Street. Holiday Village Shopping Center.  
                   
                 HELP WANTED 
The YMCA is looking for summer sports 
and outdoor/day camp counselors. We are 
looking for fun, outgoing individuals who 
love working with kids ages 5-13, have 
basic sport knowledge in soccer, baseball, 
football, and basketball, or a background 
in camping, boating, outdoor wilderness, 
and day camp. 11 week commitment 
required. June 13-August 26. M-F. Apply 
at the YMCA 3000 S. Russell.
“Have you seen the cool handles on board 
the Park and Ride Shuttles! HIGH FIVE 
ADVERTISING seeks students with 
flexible schedules for internship selling 
ad space on the handles to local busi-
nesses.  Please send your resume to Gregg 
Brogden at gregg@h5advertising.com”
                    
                     PERSONALS
UM WILL BE TOBACCO FREE FALL 
2011 “The only secondhand smoke I am 
exposed to is on campus.” - UM Student
                       SERVICES 
Basic Wildfire training April 16-17 and 
April 30th-May1st. For more info call  
543-0013 or visit  
www.blackbull-wildfire.com
MISSOULA RAFT GUIDE SCHOOLS 
April 1-6, 2011 and May 13-17 2011. 
Guide & Rescue Training Since 1994. 
Montana River Guides Call 240-0560 or 
777-4837or visit  
www.montanarafting.com
              SPRING WRITING  
                     INTERSHIP  
Interested in wildlife conservation and 
outdoor adventure? Want to write for 
a 150,000+ circulation magazine and a 
website receiving 100,000 hits per month? 
Bugle magazine at RMEF is your ticket. 
We offer an unpaid internship that gives 
you the chance to boost both your skills 
and resume while writing for print, broad-
cast and the internet. You will also gain 
exp. using an advanced website content 
management system. To apply, email cover 
letter, resume, and 3 writing samples to 
jobs@rmef.org.”
               MISCELLANEOUS 
Have a 3.5 GPA or higher?  Want interna-
tional recognition and networking?  Join 
Golden Key today @ www.goldenkey.org.
www.406i.tel from your smart phone
              SONG OF THE DAY 
“Everyday People” – Sly & the Family 
Stone 
PARTING SHOT
Taryn Chuter / Montana Kaimin
The Spanish Peaks stretch across the horizon, as seen from Lone Peak at Big Sky Ski Resort in Madison County, Mont. North-facing portions of the slopes were closed temporarily in February due to 
rapid loading and natural avalanche activity. 
UPCYCLE
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a badge Selvig said he wears 
proudly.
“I kind of take some pride in 
that,” Selvig said of living up to 
the program and his family’s 
histories. “It’s important we have 
Montana kids in this program. 
The community attaches to those 
guys. Hopefully the coaches can 
find more of that talent.”
anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu
SELVIG
From page 11
is prepping and what you do 
to that surface,” Langland said. 
“Photo paper already has emul-
sion in it, so when you expose in a 
darkroom … it can take seconds. 
This can take minutes. I’ve ex-
posed prints up to 20 or even 30 
minutes.”
No matter how successful 
Upcycled may become, Peterson 
wants to remain at their Higgins 
location and “fill it to the gills.” 
Ultimately, Peterson wants to ex-
pand the business to coastal cities 
like Seattle, San Francisco or Van-
couver, but as of now, they’re go-
ing to continue focusing on their 
Missoula home. 
“I don’t care if we’re so big, and 
the most popular store,” Peterson 
said. “It’s more about the lifestyle 
than making a billion dollars. I 
mean, at a certain point there’s 
only so much space, but there’s 
no reason this store can’t have 
200 different local artists, doing 
different and amazing upcycled 
things.”
michael.beall@umontana.edu
www.montanakaimin.com
